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Kappa Alpha Theta was founded in 1870 by Bettie B\a#®lds Locke [Hamilton] the first
female to enroll in Indiana Asbury College, now Raf® University, in Greencastle, Indiana.
Locke was the daughter of Dr. John Wesley Lockeathematics professor, and she was a
formidable student. During her sophomore year reheived an invitation to wear a Phi Gamma
Delta badge. The badge did not come with a datrmgngement as later tradition would have it,
nor did it come with the benefits given to men wingre initiated into the fraternity. Locke
declined the badge because it did not come withrieimbership rights and responsibilities, and
the Phi Gamma Deltas gave her a silver cake basisetjbed with the Greek letters “Phi
Gamma Delta.” Locke then formulated plans to startown fraternity.

On January 27, 1870, Locke stood before a mirrdrrapeated the words of the Kappa
Alpha Theta initiation vow she had written. Sherthnitiated Alice Olive Allen [Brant], Bettie
Tipton [Lindsey], and Hannah Fitch [Shaw]. Badtgger than the current Kappa Alpha Theta
badges were designed by the founders and madeshyNewman, a New York jeweler.
Contrary to popular belief, the original badge wdsnded to be “something near enough to the
Phi Gamma Delta badge to suit Betty Locke and getderized to give it individuallyand not a
kite as it almost immediately upon receipt from j@agelers came to be called.

Kappa Alpha Theta grew quickly with a chapter iflsthat Indiana University on May 18,
1870. The next three chapters at Cincinnati Wesiéyniversity, Millersburg College, and
Moore’s Hill College, were short-lived. On Febry&7, 1874, a chapter was installed at
Northwestern Christian College, today known as &utlniversity. A chapter followed at
Wooster College. Due to the efforts of several @rsity of Indiana Thetas, the Illinois Alpha
Chapter was founded on June 8, 1875, at lllinois¥@n University in Bloomington. In 1881
Theta’s chapters were renamed and lllinois Alphzabee Delta as it was then the fourth oldest

chapter in existence.

1 wilson, 1956.
2 Wwilson, 1956, p. 5.



Andrew Sloan Draper became the fourth PresidetiteotUniversity of Illinois on
November 15, 1894. Draper’s predecessors had hmmosed to fraternities but President Draper
favored them and the University’s Trustees had apgat the establishment of fraternities in
1892° By 1894, the women'’s fraternity movement was bordng in the Midwest and there
were chapters of national women’s fraternitiedlatdis institutions of higher learning including
Lombard College, Knox College, lllinois Wesleyanit#rsity, and Northwestern University as
well as the state universities in neighboring Mgam, Ohio and Indiana, some of which had
chapters of women'’s fraternities since the 187@von after the school year began at lllinois in
1894, there was talk among the 80 female studdrmding women'’s fraternities. They likely
knew of the national organizations active on camepus the Midwest and the lllinois local
groups each were formed with the idea of obtaiwimgarter from a national organization.

In the summer of 1895, four women: Marion Wrighe tlaughter of a judge; Bertha
Pillsbury, the daughter of the University’s Regdistrand sisters Isabel and Mary Noble, talked
about starting a women'’s fraternity. Mary Nobleailetter written in the 1940s recalled that
Mrs. Fay, the wife of an Urbana banker and a Kafggapa Gamma alumna, urged the group to
seek a Kappa charter. Noble stated that Fay wagwith a new baby and did not follow
through on her suggestiénBy the fall of 1895, both local groups, althouwtither seemed to
have any sort of formal name, had petitioned nationganizations for charters. One group
would become the Delta Chapter of Kappa Alpha Thaththe other the lllinois Zeta Chapter of
Pi Beta Phi.

By 1895 so few women were entering lllinois Westeymiversity that the Thetas

became discouraged and thought it a good ideamnsfer the charter to a promising campus.

3 Ebert, 1967, p. 45.

* Anson & Marchesani, 1991.

® lttner, 1938.

® Reece, 1966.

" Burton-Roth and Whiting-Westermann (1932) in ditgithe history of the Epsilon Chapter of Kappaplia
Gamma at lllinois Wesleyan noted “The Thetas flgheid at the Wesleyan for twenty years, but thetehaas
withdrawn in 1895, and was transferred at the megilosvn request to the University of lllinois, dtethe fact that
in that year no active Theta had returned to cell€g. 82). The Kappa Kappa Gamma chapter abiiwesleyan
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Correspondence between Mary Ross Potter, an alofitha Delta chapter and a member of the
lllinois Wesleyan faculty, and Lillie Heath, Se@st to President Draper culminated in a visit by
Potter and Sheila Means, a member of the activptehat lllinois Wesleyan. Potter and Mead
met with two Theta alumnae, Katherine Merrill, dmnana of the Kappa Chapter at the
University of Kansas and an English departmentltgenember, and Elizabeth Lowell
Hammond an alumna of the Chi Chapter at Syracuseetsity, the wife of a professor, as well
as the group of women who were seeking a chaMerrill, Hammond, Draper and the
University Registrar gave the local group a heartgorsement. Potter and Heath were invited
to meet the women at tea. “Procedure was simplease early days. On the morning following
the tea, Delta Thetas extended an invitation tapidying group to accept their charter - if the
Convention about to meet in Syracuse approvedltre’® Hammond'’s enthusiasm and Mean’s
hearty endorsement as the lllinois Wesleyan comvermielegate convinced the convention body.
The charter was transferred from lllinois Wesley@the University of lllinois on
October 24, 1895. The delay between the date the charter wasférmad and the initiation of
the University of lllinois members was to give wgs from other Theta chapters ample time to
make the necessary travel arrangem&ht©n November 9, 1895, the first Urbana initiatiaas
held at the home of Marion Wright. In additionthe original four there were nine other charter
members, Mary Greene, Ilda Conn, Mabel Zilly, Maridrompson, Georgia Bennett, Reba
Wharton, Blanche Herrick, Louise Jones and Ruthnitand. After the chapter was installed, a
member wrote “We have been busy gaining experienfraternity work, as this was the thing

our friends from the other chapters thought we adéet

was founded in 1873. After the Delta Chapter'srtdravas transferred, Kappa was the only womertsijgion
campus until a Sigma Kappa chapter was installe&i®06.

8 wilson, 1956, p. 9.

° The transfer needed the vote of the Theta coiettiat was meeting in Syracuse from October 1895. The
transferred charter is dated October 24, 1895Haugtoup was not initiated until Saturday Noventhet895
(Reece, 1966). The Kappa Alpha Theta of May 1904ed that the lllinois Wesleyan chapter was itestibin 1875
and there were 127 initiates before the chartertvemsferred on November 9, 1895. The lllinoisaZz€hapter of Pi
Beta Phi was installed on October 25, 1895.

According to Reece (1966), Thetas came from Blogtoin and Chicago and the chapters at Northwestetn a
DePauw.

1 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ebruary 1896, vol. 10(2), pp. 35-36.
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Nine members returned in the fall of 1896 and tiegpter was looking forward to
extending invitations to join, “I can assure yoatttve are most zealously watching over the
ones we have chosen to be future ThetasThe chapter hosted a rushing spread on November
30, 1896 at Jones’ home. There were four guestdhey joined the chapter members at a table
decorated with black and gold. According to thetcact with the only other women'’s fraternity
chapter, Pi Beta Phi, neither group could pledge members until December 1, “so we spent a
merry evening and after the clock had struck 12e$s time than it takes to write it, we had the
colors on four pledglings to Kappa Alpha Theta, fide most desirable girls in schodf”Mrs.
Draper, the President’s wife and one of the ch&ppatronesses, gave the chapter “a most
charming party in the early part of the term. Wegarded it as a great honor as it was the first
formal party ever given in the President’s bealtiew home.**

During the fall of 1897 a contract with Pi Beta Rlas again in place. Delta extended
five invitations sooner than expected “owning te tact that Pi Beta Phi broke our mutual
agreement, by announcing their determination tdgedenew girls more than a month before the
expiration of the time agreed upoh.”

While there was competition between the two grouEppears that there were also
cordial relations, “A few of our girls were verygalsantly entertained at a reception given by the
girls of Pi Beta Phi a few weeks agt®” The chapter planned a large reception for 4@plee
on February 3, 1898 at the home of Mrs. John Rvéfteone of the chapter's patronesSes.

Four members returned in the fall of 1898, butdhapter pledged several others. The
University did not have dormitories and local faeslwere encouraged torent rooms to students.

Five Thetas roomed at the Gleason home at 207GEash Street in Champaign. The Thetas

2The Kappa Alpha Thet&Jovember 1896, vol. 11(1), p. 36.
3 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ebruary 1897, vol. 11(2), p. 107.
“ Ibid.

> The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1898, vol. 12(2), p. 98.
8 The Kappa Alpha Thet&Jarch 1898, vol. 12(3), p. 158.
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not rooming there were frequent visitors and theptér realized how special it would be to have
all members under one roof, and they set on atqodisid a house large enough for the chapter.
Jeanette Carpenter [Lincoln], a Theta from the Qlesleyan Chapter, and the newly
hired Director of Physical Training for women, whe chapter’s first affiliate. Her first year’s
housing arrangements were unsatisfactory and gleeddp live with the Thetas and act as
chaperon for the 1899-1900 ye&r. The chapter rented all but three rooms in theodéouse,
“We feel so proud... for we have what may practicakycalled a chapter house.... and for the
first time in our history, we Thetas live togeth&n September 19 we performed our first
initiation in our new home'® Thus would start the saga of what came to be krasthe
“Hecox Affair.” Mrs. Hecox rented the chapter sooms in the newlybuilt home on Green
Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets. The wdmaglhuse of the parlor, which the chapter
was told, was to be furnished. Carpenter renteedWwa room in the same house. The parlor
contained only a rug and sanitary cot, and desihigechapter’s patience, the expected furniture
never arrived. When temperatures dropped, theehaas cold and the running water was never
hot. One Saturday morning flames burst throughhte registers and the wood shavings left by
the carpenters caught fire. Luckily the fire was put before major damage occurred. Several
weeks later, the chapter was in Carpenter’s roopta@e where they liked to congregate, singing
and carrying on. Roy Hecox, the landlady’s somsbmto the room and threatened to have
Josephine Schillinger, a Theta not living in thei$® arrested if she did not leave at once. Roy
Hecox left the house, it was said, to find a pahiea. Carpenter consulted a male friend who
lived next door. All the women were quite upsetly incident, especially Carpenter whose
door did
not lock. The next day Dean David Kinl&ya good friend of the Thetas, was consulted.

Although the rental contract was for a year, thetdh were not yet incorporated and therefore

'8 Reece, 1966.
¥ The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1899, vol. 14(1). This was the rentedd#ehouse.
2 |n the 1920s, Kinley’s daughter Janet was a chapitéate.
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the contract would not likely hold, but the Hecamight be able to keep the trunks and items in
the house. Kinley “said that of course they maaté, to be as quiet as possible, pack their
belongings as best they could at once, and he vsmddbout a place for them to §b.On

Kinley’'s advice two members rented another homiee dnes who were packing their
belongings found the attic locked and their trunkavailable, so they packed their belongings in
whatever was handy - wastebaskets, laundry bagectaths and robes then

No sooner had they finished than a dray, Dean Kialel their best friends among the

boys arrived -- followed before long by a crowdcafious spectators. And how did

things slide down the front steps! After almostrgtleing was loaded, someone found a

key to unlock the attic door, and then the trur&ksie with the same speed. Roy Hecox

grabbed the first one, but Dean Kinley just badkia into a corner and talked to him,
while the boys hustled the rest of the trunks et slrs. Hecox blustered, telling what
she would do, but no one heeded #er.

The chapter quickly moved into a house that bedam&n as the “Little House on
lllinois Street” and in moving there became thsetfivomen’s fraternity on campus to have its
own chapter house. The move came so quickly th&ddk all sorts of ingenuity to make the
house habitable.” The rental agreement was eightdhed rooms. However, the chapter

...rented from the owner’s agent, and the very daywre rented the house, the owner

had sold the entire furniture. We realized thatéhwas a choice kernel in the matter for

some lawyer, but we were not anxious to get intts ©f that sort. Accordingly, we,

with the assistance of Dean Kinley the best deasipte, and of Professor Picket, who is

truly a friend in need, undertook to rent the hoeisgty and furnish it ourselves. It was

such fun and such work! The girls from town alhtrdouted dressers and chairs and

tables, to say nothing of bedding, velvet rugs famellace curtaing>

% Reece, 1966, p. 10.
% Reece, 1966, p. 11.
% The Kappa Alpha Thet&/ol. 14 as quoted in Reece (1966), p. 11A.
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A man was hired to look after the furnace. The @akebok turns cleaning the parlor, but
they hired a woman to do the heavy clearffhgHowever, the house was quite small for the
chapter’'s membership, both real and anticipated.

The home of Dr. Pearman at the northwest corn@reén and Fourth Streets was
available for the 1900-01 year and the chapter mholvere for the year. One evening, the
chapter had a visit from Grace Haven, a Northwastéeta and it was noted that“It is so good
to meet the girls from the other chapters andda#i our plans and good timés.”

In 1900, Schillinger, who was a key player in ti&etox Affair,” was instrumental in
founding Phi Delta Psi, a junior organization corsguof leader® As the women'’s fraternity
system grew, Panhellenic cooperation became a sigceSchillinger was also a leading force in
organizing a Panhellenic Council.

In the fall of 1901, the chapter rented a hous#a@tEast John Street, Champaign, at the
corner of John and Fourth Streets. It was rentédrnished and again the members and
patronesses came to the chapter’s rescue and pdothd objects to make the house a home for
the chapter. The first floor consisted of

...an entrance hall from which opened a small roated the “den” in front and a

moderate sized living room. At the back were timend room and kitchen. Four

bedrooms of fair size and the bathroom were ors¢itend and open stairs led to the
third floor where there were two rooms, one largeugh for three girls, the other
somewhat smaller. Another room, unfinished, &t frart of the trunk room, was utilized
as a bedroom the third year with makeshift furmgkiand a little amateur painting. That
made provision for about 15 girls. Since mealsewet served the first two years, until

1903, the dining room was used as an additionaldo®ad and for at least one year the

kitchen was tod’

24 H
Ibid.
% The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1901, vol. 15(2), p. 85.
26 By 1918 this organization became the Mortar Badmapter (Wilson, 1956).
?"Reece, 1966, p.18.



Initiation took place December 14, 1901, and 34tdsattended the initiation banquet.
The Thetas enjoyed singing “...on Sunday evenings afipper we have such a good time
singing our fraternity songs and oh how glad we aglwhen the new song books corfié.”

Legacies, the sisters and daughters of members, givgn special dispensation to pledge
and move into their respective legacy organizapioor to formal rush. In the 1902-03 academic
year there was a contract between the five wonfeatsrnities®

Rushing season is in full force. So well pleasengee with the contract of last year, that

the inter-fraternity council again decided uporoateact, setting pledge day four weeks

from the day school opened.... Our rushing this yeartaken the form of fudge parties

and spreads at the house, informal dances, a guirty, receptions and teas by

patronesses and alumnae and drives around therg@umat town°

Most of January 1903 was spent studying for theeséen exams. After the February 21,
1903 initiation of three women, the chapter enjogadengagement spread”’given by Pheobe
Mulliken. It was the chapter’s custom that thogewecame engaged had to provide
refreshments for the chaptér.

Meals were served in the house for the first timerd) the 1903-04 year, “Mrs.
Wildmart? is our matron and she manages everything concevitedhe kitchen and dining
room relieving us entirely of housekeeping worlymakes a different place of the Theta
house.®® The freshman pledges gave a children’s partyhferfreshmen of the other four

women’s fraternities. All the pledges came dressedhildren and played children’s gamiés.

% The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1902, Vol. 16 (3), p. 185.

% Kappa Alpha Theta, Pi Beta Phi, Kappa Kappa Gamiipna Chi Omega and Chi Omega were the five groups
on campus at that time.

% The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1902, vol. 17(1), pp. 66-67.

31 The Kappa Alpha Thetaay 1903, vol. 17(4).

% Mrs. Wildman arrived in the fall of 1903. Whemesbegan her duties she was a widow with a thrae-giel son.
“She brought her kitchen and dining equipment ardexd meals - the first time the Thetas had evenbegether
three times a day” (Reece, 1966, p. 18).

% The Kappa Alpha Thet&ovember 1903, vol. 18(1), p. 64.

% The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1904, vol. 19(2), p. 137.
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Group living seemed to be a positive thing for¢hapter and thoughts were turning to
home ownership, “We have a building fund starteictviive are planning to have a house built
for us and pay for it slowly. That is our dream-htave our own permanent home - and the
prospects now are not unfavorabfé.Between semesters in the 1903-04 year, the Huetse
had a

...grand “fixing up!”It happened last Saturday whea @merged from the stress of

“finals” and awoke to a sense of the dinginesthinfgs. The den in part looked forlorn

and rusty. So we donned aprons and caps, rollediupleeves, armed ourselves with

brooms and dust cloths and sallied forth. Downe&anery picture, pennant, and paper
and things were cleaneduntil the burlaps on thésviairly shone. Then we brought forth
all our new pillows, curtains and odds and endstife Thetas had a Christmas tree after
the holidays. Some of us hung the curtains andcesafs tried our patience by hanging
the pictures. The result of all our labors wasdbeiest, most inviting den we have ever
had. The parlor and hall, too, received their sldrattention, so that the whole house
looks fresh and inviting of cours®.

In the spring of 1904 the Thetas and the Kappa BEd&pgmmas, whose house was next
door to the Thetas, played a game of baseballliegeit was to have been a quiet game planned
after several evenings of throwing baseballs tt edloer in the front yards of the houses. The
Phi Gamma Deltas, who lived across the street ttmKappas and the Thetas, inadvertently
heard about it and advertised it through a megaplatinacting large numbers of spectators to
the old fairgrounds where the game was taking pldde game was called after two or three
scoreless innings. Dean Thomas Arkle Clark, dutiigjtheme class the next morning,
indicated “that nothing so unladylike had ever lbefoccurred at the University. He hoped it

was the last thing of the sort’””

% The Kappa Alpha Thetaarch 1904, vol. 19(3), pp. 225.
% |bid.
%" Reece, 1966, p. 24.
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Building a chapter house had been in the mindshetds for several years, “but with the
feeling that it was something for the dim futuf®. When Bess Burr and her father found a lot at
the corner of Wright and Daniel Streets in Champahgppe was about to become a reality. Burr
had a vision about the chapter house and, in ptiegeto the chapter a plan to buy the lot, she
described a square house with a rounded porchiggoayellow with white trim. The lot was
purchased in the spring of for $1,700, shortlyraditicles of incorporation were filed.
Congressman William McKinley, uncle of a chaptemmber, provided a loan to the chapter, as
did Mr. Zilly, the father of several Delta ThetaBhere was a first mortgage of $8,000 and a
second mortgage of $3,000.

When the chapter memberswent home at the end gptiveg 1904 semester, they
anticipated returning to a brand new home in tlle fehe lease on the John Street house had
lapsed and it was unavailable when the chaptendebthat the new house would not be ready
for fall occupancy. Burr again came to the resmoe found a small house at 411 East Healey, at
the corner of Healey and Fifth Streets, which sgia®the chapter house for the 1904-05 year.
Plans were made to serve meals, but because Wildeshher equipment, the chapter did not
have the necessary cooking utensils. Again thepasses and town girls scoured cupboards
and attics and supplied the chapter with the ne@dets. Board was $3.50 a week. Junior Sabra
Stevens [Reece] served as commissary and althgagls later she was told she “sometimes
almost starved the girls” there were funds leftrahat were given to the Building Committee.

Two women were initiated early in the fall and “tto®m was so crowded that some of
the equipment was disarranged and the solemnttyeobccasion a bit marred by the amusement
at the consternation of the pledge who thoughthstiebeen responsibl&” When 11 women
were pledged later in the fall, the chapter quicklglized that initiation would be extremely

difficult. The initiation instead took place aetfirevett homé&°

¥ Reece, 1966, p. 28.
% Reece, 1966, p. 34.
“0 |bid.
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Ground was broken for the new Theta house in thagpf 1905. Wright Street became
the destination of afternoon walks and eveningdlstes progress on the house was
noted**Panhellenic spirit was also evident, “Last Mondégraour fraternity meeting we
entertained the local chapters of Pi Beta Phi amddinega at an informal musicale. Our house
was filled almost to overflowing and we had a venjoyable evening* The next week Kappa
Kappa Gamma and Alpha Chi Omega were invited.

When the chapter returned in the fall of 1905 ykow house with a rounded porch and
white pillars that Bess Burr had envisioned yea@&f®ite was a reality at 901 South Wright Street,
in Champaign, directly across from the newly bwlbmen’s Building. The Theta house was
three floors and housed 14 members and a chap@&tmnhouse had electricity and two
bathrooms, each with an enclosed tiibOn the first floor the front door entrance og #ast led
to a hall that extended back to the dining roorhe Telephone closet was near the dining room
door. There was a second entrance on the DamedtStide that opened from a small porch and
led to a hall besides the stairs, where there Weoks to hang coats. Reece further described the
house:

When the house was being planned, leaded glasowsdere in style, and the

blueprints called for this kind in the high windoasger the built-in seat on the north side

of the living room, and in two windows of the libyathe room on the south, opposite the
living room. There were four or five windows iratffirst row, and the added expense of
the leaded panes seemed to the Building Commitesake them expendable items.

The lead was replaced by wooden frames for the sidll panes. Leaded glass

remained in the plans for the “library,” for a wowl each side of the fireplace.... The

second floor was not well planned, for the openrstad up to a very large central hall --

- too much waste space, for the five bedrooms oywginom it were not large, and the

*! Reece, 1966, p. 36.
“2The Kappa Alpha Thetalay 1905, vol. 19(4).
*3 Reece, 1966, p. 38.
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closets most inadequate. A room at the top ob#uk stairs was given to the negro cook

and maid that first year. Later it was utilizedsadormitory with several double-deck

beds, so that more girls could live in the hous@he third floor had, besides the second
bathroom, two rooms designed for two girls each, taro very small ones for one....

The fact that the house had two bathrooms wasdines of much pride and

conveniencé?

On November 25, 1905, the chapter gave a musit#he douse in honor of patronesses
and mothers of town girls. It was the first tinweree of them toured the new hotseThe
women’s fraternity system continued to grow antiis. Within a few weeks of one another
Alpha Xi Delta and Sigma Kappa were installed.odl group Zeta Nu was petitioning for
Delta Gamma chartéP.

In November 1906, several chapter members trawel&d. Louis to help install the
Alpha lota Chapter at Washington UniversifyThat fall a diphtheria scare hit the campus and
two Thetas were exposed and quarantfied.

Panhellenic rules were constantly evolving. Th@6t07 contract allowed only 21 days
and had very definite rules limiting contact toséiparties and outside of these there mustbe no
gathering at which more than five new girls arespré. No rushing is permitted before eight in
the morning or after eight at night except on weelse™®

The 1908 football game against Northwestern Unityepsovided Delta Chapter the
opportunity to entertain six members of Tau Chapiiédre year before the Deltas took advantage

of the special train rates for the football gamed aere guests of the Tau Chapter and took part

“ Reece, 1966, pp. 39-41.

> The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1906, vol. 20(2), p. 138.

6 The Kappa Alpha Thetaay 1906, vol. 20(4); According to Reece (196647) Zeta Nu, a local sorority, was
renting the Healey Street house when the groupgnaged a Delta Gamma charter. The Thetas, whe geod
friends with several of the Zeta Nus, knew howidifft it would be to install a chapter in the hewnd offered to
trade houses with the group. In May, the Thetagmed to the Healey Street house and the Deltan@am
installation took place at the new Theta house.

*" The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1907, vol. 21(2).

“8 The Kappa Alpha Thetélay 1907, vol. 21(4), p. 286.

“9The Kappa Alpha Thet&November 1907, vol. 22(1).
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in the initiation of Tau’s pledge8instead of the annual sophomore freshman colorYush
pushball contest was held and there were feweestachurt?

Rush was reduced to three weeks during the fdlB6B. According to one account:

At the end of that time bids were delivered by mreeger and the recipients must go the

sorority house to accept or refuse, not an innowdbr that had been the custom ever

since rushing rules were established. It had advieen an ordeal, but had gradually
become worse as now at each sorority the walk hggtdi the house was lined with men,
and a girl coming in had to run the gauntlet. diswworse coming out, cheers greeting her
if she wore that pledge pin, groans if she did faotthe men at each house were its loyal
supporters?

The paving of Daniel Street in the summer of 19GRIenit easier to keep the Theta house
clean, for the dust that the unpaved street camssammer and the mud that it held in winter
created an added burden to the housekeepers.

The nation’s first Homecoming celebration took glat the University of lllinois on
October 14 and 15, 19%6. Urbana-Champaign was decked in Illini colorstfe event. The
warm weather helped make enjoyable the Alumni-\atsaseball game, the Pushball contest,
the mass meeting on the bleachers, the class reuama the 3-0 football victory over the
University of Chicaga?

During the week between semesters, the chaptenguiam mother’s house party. One
had taken place the year before and it was a ssic&s many girls’ mothers as possible are
coming to be our guestsfor four or five days, arde long as they feel they can remath. The

chapter was proud that it ranked first scholadiiaainong the women'’s fraternities

%% Reece, 1966.

*1 The inter-class collegiate contests during thieetivere also called rushes.
*2The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1909, vol. 23(2).

3 Reece, 1966, p. 65.

> Jttner, 1938.

* Reece, 1966, p. 92.

*® The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1910, vol. 24(3), p. 255.

-14 -



At the start of the 1911-12 year, an aunt of onthefmembers acted as a temporary
chaperon and as one member remarked, it “seemexnl tiue year to really start things again
without Mother Baird®" The chapter developed a new system for managingdaily rushing
dinners, “Each girl takes charge of one dinnegraging decorations, place cards, etc. and the
plan proved quite successfif”"House rules for the year included an admonitioerhpty
wastebaskets in the furnace, not on the cellar fibo

Rush, during the fall of 1912, lasted two weeksplédge was to have 25 hours of credit
or she must have successfully passed 12 hoursrlfpyvior to initiation. Non-members were
excluded entirely from rush activiti&S.

On Election Day night of 1912 “The Wilson girls gathe Roosevelt girls a
spread...while we were waiting for the returr’s.”As the election took place in the days before
radio, the returns had to be received by telepfidrhortly after Election Day, the chapter had a
“dress-up”party with “the most ludicrous costumesginable and great quantities of onion
sandwiches and dill pickle$®

At the initiation banquet held on November 15, 19d®ing the Homecoming festivities,
Louise Shipman Wagner, of the class of 1908, whe seaving as a Theta District President,
gave a talk on anti-fraternity sentiment:

We can do no better, all of us, than to try to bbehsan influence for good that the general

movement against fraternities will cease.... Beanmgind that we as fraternity

*"When the chapter returned in 1906, Mrs. Davisctrperon, decided not toreturn and the chaptetdhidd a
chaperon with due haste. The Dean of Women recometeBertha Salisch Baird, a 27 year-old widow \whd
married very young. After her husband, a miniated professor at Hanover College died, she entbeed
University as a freshman. The Thetas not onlydhiver to be a chaperon, they also extended a thidrtand she
became a bona-fide Theta. “Her personal relatiatis @very one of ‘her’ girls soon gave her the nakiether
Baird™ (Reece, 1966, p. 49). Baird earned a degnd.ibrary Science and had a career in Mason, Gitya. Until
her death in 1958, she kept in touch with “hersgirl Among those initiated with Baird was Nelliée@son, at
whose home some of those early Thetas had lived.

8 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1911, vol. 26(1), p. 49.

*9 Reece, 1966, p. 106.

0 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1912, vol. 27(1), p. 61.

®1 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1913, vol. 27(2), p. 163.

2 Reece, 1966, p. 114.

% The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1913, vol. 27(2), p. 163.
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members are under a closer and probably less fyi@acutiny than ever before, each

member of Kappa Alpha Theta should realize the detitanks due our founders for the

lasting and far-sighted ideals set up by them. Aderer we are able to attain these
ideals, the less objection and criticism can beaféd against us, so once more let us
pledge to our ideals and to the four wise women fenmulated them for u¥.

In December 1913, the Thetas had a sale of hand@adetmas gifts and the proceeds
were used to start the Delta Loan Findlhe chapter was honored that Marion Leatherman, a
alumna advisor and frierf, gave Delta a silver loving cup in honor of theyter’s scholarship
rank®’

The kitchen had a new gas stove in the fall of 19%4wvell as an icebox with keys. The
morning of November 19 was memorable. The housghddire, but it was emptied quickly.
The entire third floor, including the costumes aness-up trunks that had provided hours of
chapter fun at dress-up parties in the past yeas destroyed. Luckily, everything was fully
insured. For several nights the members stayedaith Thetas, but they quickly found rooms
at the Armstrong home, 709 South Fourth Streettlaaditchen in the basement of the
Women’s Building was turned over to the chafféccording to one member, “In the beginning
we really had only breakfast at the Women’s Buddoecause many of the fraternities and some
sororities asked us to lunch and dinner every §ayBy the beginning of the spring semester
the chapter was back in its own house, althouglstdem boiler burst less than a day after
everyone moved back in. The whole house had kelacorated after the fire and a screened
sleeping porch was added over the side porchM®nl13, 1915, the Thetas performed in the

Y.W.C.A. Stunt Show and won first place for theréeDance of the Valkyrie’®

 Reece, 1966, p. 123.

5 Reece, 1966, p. 124.

% The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1917, vol. 31(2). Marion Leatherman, at@tirom the lota chapter at Cornell
University, was a member of the library staff. ®loarded at the chapter house and up on the daytewents of
the chapter.

" The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1916, vol. 31(1).

% Reece, 1966, p. 131. The chapter dubbed the bas&itehen the “Katskeller.”

% Reece, 1966, p. 134.

° Reece, 1966, p. 146.
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Rushing rules for the 1916 rushing season inclymtedibitions against: men in any
rushing event; all night or breakfast dates afterday, September 17; riding in or driving
machines or carriages after Sunday, SeptembextépeSaturday; communications between
rushee and fraternity except by written invitatiang rushees living at the house of any one
connected with the fraternity. Rushing was to ceasEriday, September 29, at 10:30 p.m. The
chapter was to deliver all invitations to the De@awWomen'’s office at nine o’clock Saturday
morning, September 30. All invitations were toseat out by the Dean of Women'’s office via
special delivery and a messenger was to call matiswers at 12 noon and take them to the
Dean of Women, where they were to be called foa byember of the fraternity at 1 p/h.

The Champaign-Urbana alumnae formed the alumnerlOctober 1916, although
there had been discussion of starting an alumnagtehas early as 1911. According to the
club’s first president:

Some who were in the chapter at that time wereustdhtically interested in Theta as a

national organization and were urging an alumnagtr. Most of the Champaign-

Urbana alumnae were Delta initiates who were muaerested in that chapter’s welfare

than the in Theta’s national aspect; so nothing aease about organizing. Now the

group planned a formal meeting to discuss the auresf the desirability of forming
either a chapter or a club. Loyalty to Delta, i=lon of needs at the House, weighed
heavily. The decision was to organize as a clulgast for a time, and to devote what

time and money were available to the Delta Chagterse. Officers were elected and a

committee appointed to determine a modest nedwedtduse which could be met by the

new organizatior?

1916 rush rules card from Kappa Alpha Theta bdx72/270 , Box No. 1.
"2 Reece, 1966, pp. 159-160.
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Sabra Stevens Reece was elected the first presiddriElizabeth Greene the secretary-
treasurer. The club’s first project including ndfishing the chaperon’s room and planning a
joint club-chapter Founders’ Day celebratiGn.

The chapter had two rules encouraging good workgaod health. Freshmen were
allowed only three dates per week and only onbade was allowed to be between Sunday and
Friday. All members below 80% in any subject fiigfe all dates? Delta’s most cherished
chapter custom was the Junior Breakfast where emgeagts were announced. The Breakfast
was more like a Senior Farewell given for the semby the juniors. It was a banquet served a
little after noon - on a Sunday late in May. Thenanae of the prior four years were invited.
The chapter had a custom of the freshmen and selagses each giving a gift to the house.
Some years the classes joined efforts, as it hagbenthe spring of 1917 when Jacobean style
furniture upholstered in rose and old blue tapestrg purchased for the chapter roGm.

In 1917, the topic most on the minds of the chap#s the war situation. Students were
signing up for all branches of service - from amuyses to commissary lines. The chapter was
given a flag by a group of men in the Air Forcertirag school who were living at the Y.M.C.A.
down the block from the Theta house. A brother Bhata then in school was among the gféup
and when the men left for the war, they gave treptdr a flag which was flown from the second
floor balustrade of the entrance porch. The fremiimad to put up the flag each morning and
take it down when the bugle sounded at the Y.M.@Ahe evening. Delta members
contributed 3¢ per capita for the Women'’s League R&dief Committee’s chocolate and
tobacco fund for Illini alumni in Frand&. There was a contribution of 10¢ per capita for a
Christmas box fund for lllinois men in France. TiMoetas took active leadership in the Red

Cross rooms in the Women'’s Building. The Thetasevkmitting constantly to help the war

3 Reece, 1966, pp. 160.
;;‘ The Kappa Alpha Thefdarch 1917, vol. 31(3).
Ibid.
*The Kappa Alpha Thetaay 1917, vol. 31(4).
" According to accounts in Reece (1966, p. 165)aB@8nettler’s brother Harold was overseas only aviewks
when he was killed.
8 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ovember 1918, vol. 33(1), p. 12.
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effort.”® An interesting feature of the United War Campaigas the auctioning off of several
cards, written by prisoners within the German lireeknowledging food, Bibles and comfort
kits. Delta bought five of these cards for $10@mtuction. The University of lllinois as a
whole gave $46,000, the largest subscription bywuamiyersity®® Delta was supporting a French
orphan and Marguerite Bennétt16 was serving as a dietician for a hospital imiErance.
Stella “Ted” Percival '17 was abroad, too, working canteen in England and Germ&hyPaul
Montariol, a French aviator inspecting the schdoAeronautics, was a dinner guest at the
chapter hous&

The winter of 1917 and 1918 was especially sevieu¢ &s yet, the University has not
been forced to close on account of lack of c8&lThe freshman gift was a carving set and a
buzzer system. The Founders’ Day celebratiorude a chapter and alumnae knitting party at
the house on a Saturday afternoon. In Februag/weeks were given over to the Thrift and
War Savings Stamp Campaign; 20 teams composed sfiglents solicited every member of the
university and sold $24,000 of stamps for the goremt. Helene Doty was captain and six
other Thetas aided h&t.Gladys Brown recalled the spring of 1918 as fayfaormal period.
After dinner dancing with each other with Dorothjpo&on at the piano, Sunday evening teas at
the house, weekend house and campus dancing, desemnadnight cramming for exams and

Lorna Doone cookies for dinner des<&rt.

;z The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1918, vol. 32(2), p. 162.

Ibid.
8 The Kappa Alpha Theté&November 1919, vol. 34(1), p. 30.Marguerite Bennas elected to Phi Beta Kappa.
She was in charge of Dietician Unit | and was iarfee from November 12, 1918 until June 10, 191%va’s
probably the only girl in the A.E.F. who had a fatlin active service there also, and | am surette one who had
the privilege of eating Christmas dinner with hather in France.”
82 According to Reece (1966, p. 203), Percival’s YOM. unit sailed after the Armistice, as its seesiavere still
needed. “She was ostensibly a canteen worket,did hot take long for her musical ability anddesship
qualities to be discovered, and with a small grobalented entertainers which she assembled, nvesristant
demand to entertain on the battleships as well #seheadquarters for those on shore leave.”
8 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1918, vol. 32(2), p. 162.
:;‘The Kappa Alpha ThetMarch 1918, vol. 32(3), p. 261.

Ibid.
8 Reece, 1966, p. 180.
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Helene Doty [Whipple] served not only as the chaptesident for the 1917-18 year but
was also the commissary. She established thebfidget system used for managing the Theta
house. Doty uncovered the reason why the chagsrsteadily losing money and she built a
budget system to overcome that. It included nioin@ding money for weekend meals when
members were absent from the chapter house. Anotbeber, Harriet Fera French, years later
told of the experience:

...we complained of the food all year. We reallyrdidjet enough to eat, we thought --

had to spend half our allowances on tea and Englistfins at the Tea Shop. Helene kept

saying it was all we could afford, and we mustestnod because of the war. But at the
end of the year she announced proudly that he éasts$800. We were furious but
promptly decided to spend it for a new pidho.

The University of lllinois did not open until Octebl, 1918, because extra time was
needed to prepare for Students’ Army Training GdfR.A.T.C.) students. Delta entertained
with the usual rushing house party on Septembem2i89 but regular rushing was postponed so
that all female students might be ready in an eprergto assist the university authorities in
their problem of feeding the large numbers of nfeat were expected. The S.A.T.C. enrollment
was not large enough to require these servicepekmea few household science students so
plans were made for the usual two weeks of rddte influenza epidemic came along just then
and put a ban on all large social gatherings. Rzbg. Mason, the new Dean of Women,
advised the groups to shorten rush to four days, #filowing pledging to take place on the date
it would have originally been held. “This is thest time lllinois girls have ever gone through a
period of concentrated rushing with no rules exteat rushees could not enter our houses. We
hope that we may never have to do it again.” Oegspe hectic pace, the chapter pledged 14
women®® Marie Cronin, in 1965, wrote of the situatiomtihappened when she was rush

chairman:

8 Reece, 1966, p. 181.
8 The Kappa Alpha Thet&November 1918, vol. 33(1), p. 133.
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Dean Mason attempted to scrap all the rules andatidipprove of freshmen moving in
the house after two weeks. Of course | had spensimmer writing and setting up rush
dates. Well, we, the sorority chairmen, outsmahiexd Every evening she would call
Panhel Delegates from all the sororities togethertall us we could not repeat the rush
of that day; so we met afterwards and made nevg and plans. She was not going to let
us send out bids through her office, so we agregdietdge at the formal dinner the night
before. It had been customary for many yearsd seit bids on Saturday morning.

Now we just moved thegirls in as they pled§&d.

In the fourth Liberty Loan contest Delta won a $&Mhd, offered as a prize for the largest
number of subscriptions from one house. Delta with a total of 95 bonds worth $4,750.

Armistice Day, November 11, 1918, remained vividha minds of all who were on
campus at the time. A false report of the Armestame on November 7 but then hopes were
somewhat dashed until the real news came througirecafigning of the agreement in Marshal
Foch’s railway car. Mabel Hollenbeck, MargaretrRetEdith Lill and Harriet Burnap were
photographed on the Theta Porch holding an isstiee@@hampaign Daily Newgith a headline
“HUNS QUIT.”

Music appears to have been an important part gitehdife. The piano purchased with
the commissary surplus was a new Mason and Haindind piano and the freshman gave the
chapter a new Victrola. On Thursday, February 891 %he freshmen performedfor the chapter
and alumnae their minstrel show entitled “The Sviestence of Raspitudinous
Superflobgoptious Jazzbelarious Jazzberries” atwtakewalking, clog dancing and popular
songs furnished the main part of the three ringusi’

The chaos of the previous rush was still appanedttlhe 1919 rushing season seemed to

be problematic:

8 Reece, 1966, p. 186.
“ The Kappa Alpha Thetalay 1919, 33(4).
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Because of a lack of cooperation during rushing@e#®anhellenic is now making a new
set of rules to go into effect next fall. Thetaeged all the rules and a Theta was made
chairman of the Panhellenic committee on rdfes.

The Christmas vacation that year was extendedaltrestfuel shortage. The flu epidemic
hit Champaign-Urbana but there were few casesedtthversity, although student dances were
prohibited for a timé?

Dad’s Day was celebrated for the first time on Naber 20, 1920. The Ohio-lllinois
game was part of the festivities. Only eight Dédilers made it to the first event, but “never
before had there been that many at one tithelhe event was so successful campus-wide that a
Mother’s Day celebration was planned for the sprifipe Thetas competed against other
sororities in bowling and basketb@ll. The Theta Champaign-Urbana Alumnae Chapter,
chartered on February 9, 1920, was growing undeleiidership of its first president, Pearl
Mulberry Milliken. On January 8, 1921, the alummhapter had a White Elephant Parcel Post
Auction at the home ofNell Platt Goodman. The plravere to be worth 25¢ and they ranged
from a cake of soap to a bag of fresh eggs to atelibits of lace and pottery. Milliken
impersonated a country auctioneer and the evergdb#87 to the treasury. On Founders’ Day,
the alumnae informally entertained at Blanche Blaakey’'s and the interest at the meeting
centered on Paul Busey’s wireless telephone station

On March 3, 1921, Military Company E, perhaps icipeocation for a fall 1920 Theta
invitation, gave the chapter a theater party foddviby a dinner. For some time, the house,
though not yet 15 years old, but almost fully piid was no longer serving the chapter well.
Plumbing was needingmore and more repair and tkegpcosts were increasing. The Delta
Corporation Board issued a letter to alumnae natiay$1,500 was still owed. A friend of the

chapter made an offer to pay the last $1,000 ofiéi® if the chapter could pay the other $500

1 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1920, vol. 34(2).
%2 The Kappa Alpha Thetaarch 1920, vol. 34(3).
% Reece, 1966, p. 218.

% The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1921, vol. 35(2).
% The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1921, vol. 35(3).
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before Homecoming. The chapter was successfts iimmd-raising effort and the debt was paid.
Discussions were started about how to construgjgeband better house, without giving up the
chapter’s prime location. Two lots were boughgmurchased in 1921, costing $5,200 and
adjoining the property on Wright Street. AImost@ had been paid on the lot when a lot on
Daniel Street was purchased for $4,000. The nawgédavas to built on the two lots facing
Wright Street. The old house was moved to the &&@treet lot while the new house was being
built and then the old house was sold to the TiHd3dor $33,000. In order to purchase the lots,
the Delta Corporation Board borrowed $1,500 at E8mfTheta’s Grand Council and nine town
girls and two out-of-town girls loaned $100 at 9&&ving a balance of almost $1,000. A 20-
page booklet was compiled and sent to each Deltabee Evelyn Moulton’s poem, “Do We

Need a New House?” outlined some problems withhthese:

Do we need a new house?
Well I'll say we do!
And I'll tell you just why
We need it too.
Our house is so old
The wind rattles through,
And it takes much more fuel
Than if it were new

We've bought other lots
So we've taxes to pay.
We could spend that same money
In building today.
The kitchen is small,
And so crowded, we might
Be able to enter;
To get out we’d fight.
The plumbing is poor,
The furnace is old,
The plaster falls down

In winter we’re cold,
When alumnae move in

We have to move out,
And to find room to stay

We must skurry about.
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So we'd like a new house
With plenty of room
For alumnae and actives --
And Thetas to come.
And won’t you be proud,
When with Thetas we've
Filled it, to say
That's MY HOUSE
And that | HELPED TO BUILD IT%

Dorothy Doty Murphy was the prime spirit behine tousing effort. Paul Busey,
husband of Blanche Black Busey, presented the dingrof the house as a business proposition.
The $50,000 loan would earn interest at 5% andteed by payments each year by the house’s
occupants.

It was “a strenuous rushing season” during thed&ll922%’ The chapter “painted,
scrubbed and re-made practically every bit of fumei in the hous&® and the chapter was
looking forward to building on its lot in the spgn Natlan Gates described the early 1920s in the
Theta house:

Everyone wore skirts and sweaters with round-cdllauses. We often went for cakes to

Mosey-Over in the afternoons and how the wool afsweaters picked up odors of

hamburger and French fries!....We all wore bobbeddrad went to the barber shop for

haircuts, then washed and fixed our oWn.

The 1923 Founders’ Day celebration was held oredaet date of the Fraternity’s
founding, January 27. The February 16, 1923 tniinewas the last to take place at 901 South
Wright Street. When the new home was complete@daeess would be 611 East Daniel Street,
though the site was the same.

The Memorial Stadium was dedicated October 18, 1984 the first game played there

was a 39-14 victory over the University of Michigafhe first Homecoming Game played in the

% Reece, 1966, pp. 244-245.
" The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1922, vol. 37(1).
98 H
Ibid.
% Reece, 1966, p. 250.
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new stadium was against the University of Chicagdovember 3; it was played in a sea of
mud. Happily, the Thetas won the Homecoming haleserations competitioff° Collegiate
football rivalries continued to afford the chapifee opportunity to meet other Thetas. The Delta
Chapter members visited the chapters at Michiganvsisconsin during the 1922 season.

During the summer of 1923, the chapter house wagdhfyom its original position on
the corner to the lot west facing on Daniel. Thapatbr gave up its formal dance to save money
for the house® and “Each girl has pledged to earn or save $5ubg Jor the furniture fund. As
a result many trades have developed, such asgalples for 5¢ apiece, lending dresses at 25¢
and charging 25¢ for a shampd§?

The 1923-24 school year heralded the beginning@iesnew campus buildings and
activities. Dorothy Healey had the lead in the Véors Athletic Association’s Water Carnival
that opened the new swimming pool. An Ax Grind@adl was instituted for those who “keep
their nose to the grindstone.” Fifteen women wevéed, two of them Thetas. On December 9,
1923, the Theta freshmen gave a tea for the otbshien fraternity womeii® Helen
Oldfather, with Dean of Women Maria Leonard’s igfhce, was a driving force in the formation
of the freshman women’s honorary, Alpha Lambdadelt

The Champaign-Urbana Alumnae Chapter pledged $5068@vas adding $700 to
provide tile floor, special cornice and other spetwuches to the chapter house. A Christmas
bazaar netted $172, a formal dance at the new drbartoln Hotel, an informal dance in a
smaller hall, a benefit card party and two rummsa@es added money. Mrs. F.L. Stevens, a
friend of some Theta alumnae, gave a bread balengpdstration for about 60 people as well as
selling recipes and bread bringing in $160.

Before the June 1923 commencement, negotiationdéguihn with Delta Delta Delta

regarding the purchase of the old house. Its redmqbrch had been removed in the move to the

10 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1923, vol. 37(2).

%1 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1923 vol. 38(1The Kappa Alpha ThetMay 1923, vol. 37(4).
192 Reece, 1966, p. 256.

193 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1924, vol. 38(2yhe Kappa Alpha Thetélarch 1924, vol. 38(3).
1%4The Kappa Alpha Thetélay 1924, vol. 38(4).
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back of the lot, and a conventional front porcHaeed it. The Tri Delts signed the final contract
in August 1924. The Thetas moved into the new @ausSeptember 17, 192%. The total cost
of the house was $65,000 instead of the earlief0f®R0estimate. Despite the added cost, the
Thetas were elated with the house:
The question “How do you like your lovely new ho®5estill brings a thrill and a happy
smile to the face of each Theta of Delta even thdbg query has been answered
enthusiastically many hundreds of times. When etwa girls came back to college last
fall we could hardly believe our eyes. Our new lpeidk house with its large columned
porch and many windows stood before us as if Alaiddienies had suddenly caused it to
appear. In this case, however, the genies of Atégldhagic lamp were town alumnae
who unceasingly spurred on the contractors, panpgumbers, and carpenters during the
summer, so that we might not be forced to holdfallirushing parties in tents and other
instantaneously built shelters.

At first it was difficult for the chapter to reak that the large porch, the spacious
halls, the living room with the great fire placedahe 15 large study rooms were really
to be ours. Each girl looked with delight into thege closets and wondered with
pretended dismay how she could enlarge her wardsotheiently to use all this
welcome space.

The house is built in Southern Colonial styles tWo story columned porch faces
east. The entrance on the north however is theggenerally used. This opens into a hall
to the right of which is a small reception roommagtht ahead the long livingroom, and to
the right beyond French doors the dining room. Jireroom, gay in its chintz and
wicker, and the music room in which dull greensgdprainate, form a continuation of the
living room. A small card room adjoins the livingom to the right while on the opposite

side of French doors lead to the large semicirqubach.

1% The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1928, vol. 43(1).
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On the second floor down the right hand corridosjrfbow alley” as it is called,
may be found five study rooms, containing furnitafgink, gray, green, lavender and
tan, respectively - each of the handiwork and esgiom of the artisticnatures of the girls
within. Down the other corridors are more studyms and the chaperon’s suite of living
room, bedroom and bath, the guest room and thaiupsvving room. This last room
contains a fireplace, lamps and a comfortable dawen It is used extensively by the
girls during the day, especially the town girlsheTthird floor, like the second, consists of
two corridors with study rooms and fully equippetiyooms opening on either side. In
addition the third floor contains a hospital roararge linen closet and two airy
dormitories, one for freshmen and one for uppescias™®°
A tea was given for alumnae and patronesses taheurouse. To celebrate Founders’

Day, on January 17, 1925, 40 alumnae and active$samkeinch in the chapter’s new home.
Dean of Women, Maria Leonard, and Minnie White, ¢hapter’s chaperon, were guests at the
lunch®” A conference for the Theta chapters in the Qistrias held at the house thereby
affording the chapter the opportunity to showcaseew home. On March 7, 1925, the chapter
had its first formal party in the new house.

The fall 1925 party was held the week after Homdogmand because of its proximity to
Halloween, it was called the Black Cat cabaf®tThe four rooms downstairs were lighted with
candles’® The house gifts from alumnae included porchifura, a fern and pedestal, and a
Kappa Alpha Theta doorplate. Maxine Lill and hearh made money selling Homecoming
badges and brought the house a beautiful pictline freshmen and seniors gifts were used for
part of the landscaping and tiling of a showerumhae funds covered the cost of the tiling of

another shower and the Delta Corporation Boardddrahother. The holiday season afforded

1% The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1925, vol. 39(2), pp. 282-284.

97 The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1925, vol. 39(3).

1% The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1929, vol. 43(2). Accounts from latethi@ 1920s cite the name as the Black
Kat Cabaret. For may of the chapter’s early yesash pledge, prior to initiation, was required timdp to the house
a black cat (Reece, 1966).

19 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1926, vol. 40(2).
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the chapter the opportunity to carryon the traditbb singing Christmas carols at the women’s
houses and to town alumnae.

Preferential biddinf%was used for the first time on the University difbis campus
during the Fall 1926 rush. The Thetas noted tvatyone seemed satisfied with the
results.”"Dad’s Day in the fall, on a home footlgdime weekend, and Mom’s Day weekend in
the spring became yearly campus-wide traditiong. djppearance of student driven automobiles
became a problem, “During this year a new ruling waforced concerning the use of
automobiles by students. Only students who hachpefrom the Council of Administration
could operate cars, and even these were not alltoviedke other students with
them.”™According to a chapter report the campus had beembbilized” and there were
“Horses and strange looking buggies instead ofidiolén cars.**?

During the 1926-27 school year the seniors andhines) gave the chapter an
“orthophonic Victrola.**® With the first signs of spring, skating had takke place of buggy
riding. Daniel Street was blocked off and Deltsswathe midst of this improvised rink as
students prepared for the April 2 skating derbglt®received a bronze plaque in memory of
Dorothy Doty Murphy 19 to hang in appreciationher devotion to Deltd* and a set of
Haviland China and a mahogany music cabinet washseDdr. Rust, as a memorial to his
daughter, Louise Rust Fowler.

The summer of 1928 seemed to be the apex of figtdrome building with 17 men’s

fraternity houses and 12 women’s fraternity honpeiging up near campud$® The start of the

10 preferential bidding involves the rushee visitgagh chapter at least once and then ranking heatioices in
membership. The chapters do the same with the esshie an ideal situation, the rushee receivad &dm her
preferred chaptelNPC Manual of Information) According to an article in the April 19&anta’s Greek Exchange
“Something new in preferential bidding systems wasl on the University of Illinois campus thislfand the
consensus is that it quickly solved one of the mpjoblems that has confronted sororities theng”185).
According to Ruth Caldwell, Assistant Dean of Wom#@rhe new system worked very successfully, althoitig
may be several years before it runs as smoothiyeasould like.” She added “Chapters which formgrgdged
too many girls took in the right number this yaarder the new plan” (p. 186).

" The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1926, vol. 40(2), p. 68.

12The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1926, vol. 41(1).

3 The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1927, vol. 41(3).

14 The Kappa Alpha Thetélay 1927, vol. 41(4).

M5 Ittner, 1938, p. 71.
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school year in the fall again saw rush take plafere freshmen registration because housing
contracts were due before the semester began. raisitnorado Taft's statue “Alma Mater” was
dedicated at the June 11, 1929 commencement. |imnae gave the chapter a fireplace screen,
the freshmen and sophomores gave the chaptecatpgting and the chapter gave dining room
furniture™® The first issue of thBelta Kite was published June 7, 1929. The issue highlighte
marriages, births, and news of the alumnae. Itiwasimeograph formi*’ The first issue
highlighted the winning effort of the chapter’'s gnt'in a Dutch Garden” in the Y.W.C.A. Stunt
Show. The chapter’s 1927 effort, “Russian Cabaad$o took first. It was noted that the
chapter did not enter in 1928.

The October 1928elta Kite now typeset instead of mimeographed, noted “Iytire
past rushing season rumors of the unstable fineooralition of Delta Chapter were circulated
around the campus and reached the ears of the atuamd active members.” In the November
1929The Kappa Alpha Thetghe chapter boasted of a newly decorated chaptese:

...new carpeting, draperies, and furniture. Therermtownstairs - the hall, living room,

card room, music room and colonial room were cagbet a soft green color. Gold and

rose henna hangings in the living room and smadlems had heavy printed curtains in
rose and henna satin. Davenports, lounges chairbaa seats, and green parchment
lamps make the thought of going upstairs to stedyrsout of plac&™®

Four of the 11 members of the varsity hockey tearew hetas. On December 3, 1929,
Delta made its radio debut on W.I.L.L. with a praxgrof Kappa Alpha Theta songs, as there
was a competition among the fraternities and stiesrwith a cup offered for the best
programming:*® Delta alumna Catherine Planck Kircher '14, was&ld Grand Alumnae

Secretary of Kappa Alpha Thet®.

16 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1928, vol. 42(2).
" Delta Kite, June 7, 1929, vol. 1.

18 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1929, vol. 44(1).
19 Delta Kite December 1929, vol. 2(2).

120 pelta Kite November 1930, vol. 3(2).
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On September 28, 1931, Dr. Caroline Tupper of thgliEh Department was initiated
into membership?* The Depression was taking its toll on the fratars and sororities. Three
Champaign banks had shut their doors to protecdurrirst National Bank serviced many of
the fraternities and sororities and the bank’sinpshas worked a temporary hardship on a good
many campus organizations. The chapter’s funds elsteinvolved.*??

The chapter had entered the Y.W.C.A. Stunt Showyasher year for the previous ten
years and won first place during the years it @57 During the 1932-33 year, the chapter
won first place in with the “Connecticut YankeeThe Y.W.C.A. held its annual doll show on
December 10, 1932. Sororities and organized halressed dolls to fit the theme of fairy tales.
Each group paid a small fee to enter a three-dadecf specified measurements displaying a
scene with at least five dolls and detailed surdings. An electrician was employed to light all
the scenes. Spectators paid a quarter to viewctrees and a cup was awarded to the best scene.
After the show, the dolls were given to orphanagdse distributed as gifts to the childr&f.

The Kappa Alpha Theta Grand Council advocated bréry in Every House” and Delta
chapter took part in this effort. During the sutmok1933, the house was redecorated inside
and out. The chapter turned the smoking room irlorary. The furniture was repainted and
recovered, bookshelves were built and the wall®wlercorated with collages and silhouettes,
designedand painted by Jane Fadfitz.

The chapter again won first place in the Homecondiegprations competition for the
1933 football season; it was its third consecutietory. The chapter library project continued -
a $10 gift from a weekend guest was usedto sulestmithree magazines; a library catalog was

complied and cards were assigned to each bookeka Bembers could check them out; the

2L Delta Kite October 1931, vol. 4(1).

12 Delta Kite February 1932, vol. 4(3).

123 The Kappa Alpha ThetéMay 1933, vol. 47(4).

124The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1932, vol. 46(3), p. 214.

1% Delta Kite, November 1930, vol. 3(2). Jane Fauntz [Manskejmmeted in the 1928 Olympics and won a bronze
medal for 3m springboard diving at the 1932 OlyrapitVhen she was pledged she held the Canadiadratet
States lowboard diving record. Her pledge class micluded Elizabeth Thurston, of Cody, Wyomingrand

niece of “Buffalo” Bill Cody.
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chapter subscribed to a Book of the Month Club; @aBd¢ a month special assessment was used
to purchase books for the libra¥. The chapter was victorious in both the volleyaat
basketball interfraternity tournament and won a Vi.Aplaque for the second year in a roW.

During the 1934-1935 year, Delta won first placéhia Y.W.C.A Doll Show with
“Christmas in the Black Forest.” The chapter haa member, “Mike,” a German Shepherd.
He arrived at the house with a broken leg and gtyface. In the two months that he had been
with the chapter, according to a noteTimeKappa Alpha Thetahe “became a loyal Theta, never
missing a chapter meeting, a thorough snob, ambd gatch dog**®

The house was redecorated during the summer of. 1886 walls in the hall, reception
room and living room were painted a creamy yellovre two south rooms and card room were
painted a soft turquoise blue with white woodwonkl @hintz drapes were on windows
throughout the house. The dining room was a $@itls of green with chintz curtains and white
woodwork. The new furniture included a drum tableirs, love set, floor lamps with indirect
light and small tables. The halls on the secordithind floors were painted, too. The room
walls were washed, the woodwork painted and ther§loedoné?® The chapter members were
elated by another purchase, “No longer willwe bthbred in the fall of repainting our bureaus
our favorite colors because we will receive new ladprniture for our rooms just in time to
start the second semestét’”

The chapter house was open over the summer of d®&Bany rooms were rented to
students. The exterior woodwork of the house veasted white and the porch furniture was
redone’®

The chapter hired a tutor to supervise study hallvesday and Thursday nights during

the 1937-38 year, “Such a practice has been helipfile other houses here on campus. As yet

126 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1934, vol. 48(2).

127The Kappa Alpha Thetéay 1934, vol. 48(4).

128The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1935,vol. 49(3) p. 259.
129Delta Kite October 1936, vol. 9(1).

130The Kappa Alpha Thetalarch 1937, vol. 51(3).

131 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1937, vol. 52(1), pp. 56-57.
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it is too early to tell how successful we shalidfiin, but we hope for the best**Theta’s scene in
the Y.W.C.A. Doll Show, “Mexican Hat Dance,” woncemd place??

Boyd Castle, the father of Delta member Catheriastl€, gave the chapter a grandfather
clock!** The walls on the second and third floors wed®ne in pastel shades and the chapter
had a new electric icebox, silver tea service amgheon china. On October 2, 1938, the
chapter entertained at a tea to introduce the neusél Mother, Frances Trutter, to the town
girls’mothers and to other campus House Motfi&Fhe Thetas won first place in swimming
team intramurals. That spring the chapter dividgetime between bowling and basketdafl.

When the chapter arrived for the fall 1940 semékbiene was a newly redecorated study
room; it had been “done in a most modernistic mait#é Rush was revamped, too:

A new party was added to rush events. Before eshere invited to tea, one half one

day, the other half the next. After teas, fratie@sidecided whom they wish to rush plus

the rushees they wanted to know better. Teasdatidfford the opportunity to get
acquainted. This year rushees were invited tovomal open house in the morning and
back to a tea in the afternoon. It proved sudaés&dorned in sweaters and skirts and
saddle shoes the girls were much more at easétfare when they walked into a room

full of girls in long dresses. Every one liked ogeuses so well that it will become a

permanent part of rushirg®

Theta held its first lllinois State Day, the lllisdState Round-Up, in Joliet on April 21,
1940. The Panhellenic Scholastic Dinner was omk@st10, 1940 and it observed thd'45
|:.I.39

anniversary of the University of lllinois’ Panhelie Counci In late December a Scarlet

Fever quarantine almost kept some members in CHigmpaer the holiday$™°

132The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1938, vol. 52(2).

133The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1938, vol. 52(3).

134 The Kappa Alpha Thetéay 1938, vol. 52(4), p. 349.

135 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1938, vol. 53(1).

1% The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1939, vol. 53(3).

137 The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1940, vol. 54(3), p. 259.
138 The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1940, vol. 55(1), p. 57.
139The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1941, vol. 55(2).

140The Kappa Alpha Thetélay 1941, vol. 55(4).
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During the summer of 1941 the interior of the howss completely redone. The chapter
arrived back to find new furnishings including dusise carpeting, draperies, furniture and
lighting fixtures. Delta had a tea dance for they®’ at Chanute Field and sang Christmas carols
to the alumnae and facult§/

The December 7, 1941, Japanese attack on PearbHadold change the lives of the
Delta Chapter. All expensive functions were eliateéd on campus because of the war. The
Thetas donated money to the Red Cross insteadchhaging Christmas presents.Pat Brown
was a supervisor in the University’s Red Cross tdrdpandage room and the Thetas took part in
campus defense trainiftdf TheDelta Kitesuffered, too. From October 1942 until March 1946
the newsletter was mimeographed, and not profeakjyaiypeset as it had been since the second
issue.

The money set aside for the Valentine’s Day Plddgece decorations was donated to
the Red Cross. However, the dance was not tatdlk. Red lights and red paper hearts were
used to carry out the ther€.

On October 27, 1942, 21 women were pledged to #i@ahapter. Due to food
rationing, Delta started a new plan that requiigdiag out for meals, or signing guests in for
meals, by 7:30 the preceding evening. The majofithe chapter signed up for the U.S.O.
hostess training course. Panhellenic reviewedsdianfall rush due to food rationing. At the
March 16, 1943, Delta Corporation Board meetingp@oan, the treasurer, made a surprise
announcement - the chapter house mortgage hadolaégem full a year before it was due. The
monthly payment by actives, formerly allotted te thortgage, was invested in war bonds, to be
cashed later for the building of a wing to the deapousé®*

The fall rush started on October 2, 1943, and Hrags were condensed to four days.

The fall semester began on October30n November 13, 1943, the chapter hosted an open

1“1 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1942, vol. 56(2).

142The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1942, vol. 56(3).

143The Kappa Alpha Thetéay 1942, vol. 56(4), p. 315.
144The Kappa Alpha Thetélay 1943, vol. 57(4), p. 309.
145The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1943, vol. 58(1), p. 69.
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house for the A.S.T.P. boys stationed on campubker@roups complied with the Army’s
suggestion and gave similar parttés.Each Monday night defense stamps were sold tpteha
members. The spring semester began in Februarthang$ were a bit different on campus:

Since fraternity houses have been taken over bAi8el.P. and Beta Theta Pi did not

have a house in which to give a dance, we hachaBsta-Theta dance on January 22,

1944. It was loads of fun with both groups enjayinimmensely-*’

On March 12, 1944, the chapter members were hestesghe lllini Union open house
for servicemen. The chapter was making planstter&ining V-12s at an open holé&.The
Panhellenic Council issued a war code to which éacise was to follow and due to gas
rationing and lack of room accommodations, MothBrsy weekend was cancell&t.

Classes for the 1944-45 year did not start unttbBer 13"° The Panhellenic Council
lifted the quota immediately after formal rushimgthe fall to make it possible for the women’s
fraternities to assimilate some of the increasethie enrollment. The chapter voted to buy war
stamps, 100%, every Mond&y}. Barbara Atkinson the house defense chairmanangehof the
stamp sale, was voted as the female half of th®& T¥4nge Star lllini Man and Woman. The
pledge class gave a spring dance at the house mhM@, 1945. They decorated the living
room as Central Park complete with real trees anishing well**?

A ballet scene won the chapter first place in thé5lHomecoming Stunt Sha®? On
December 8, 1945, the chapter gave “what is conairip an annual dance with Pi Beta Phi at
the Pi Phi house, and pledges from both groupsrdesbthe house using a Christmas theme.”
Chi Omega and Kappa Alpha Theta purchased the gyoipat was situated between their

houses. The structure on the property was tormdavd the grounds landscapél.The Kappa

146 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1944, vol. 58(2).
147 The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1944, vol. 58(3), p. 251.
18 The Kappa Alpha Thetéay 1944, vol. 58(4).
i;‘z The Kappa Alpha Thet&lovember 1944, vol. 59(1).
Ibid.
*1The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1945, vol. 59(2).
1%2The Kappa Alpha Thetéay 1945, vol. 59(4).
153 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1946, vol. 60(2).
*As increasing numbers of students brought casstiool, the property would be used for parkingcepa

-34 -



Alpha Theta state project that began in 1941 tchaiticapped children continu&d. The
second semester began March 6, one week latesthaaluled because the university needed
more time to prepare housing for veterans and families. Prefab homes cropped up on most
of the available space on campus. Chanute FigRhirtoul housed male students in the barracks
and families in the university area were askeake in veterans and their wives.

When, in 1945, the chapter celebrated 50 yearg sis¢ounding, six of the charter
members were still alive. Unfortunately, only oMgbel Zilly Hamilton, was able to attend. A
member of the original Delta Chapter, Leila Mear€!B who visited withPresident Draper in
1895 and who helped install the chapter at Champajgpke about “Theta at Wesleyan.” The
following spring, three other charter members, Mamy Isabel Noble and Rebecca Wharton,
returned to campus for their fiftieth class reunama were honored by a tea at the chapter
house™®’

Panhellenic Council decided to conduct the fallel84ush during May of 1946, due to
the severe housing shortage on campus. Pledge Bepeptember 21, 1948, Homecoming
was October 19, 1946, and banquets, rallies, hdeserations and skits were part of the
festivities that was topped by a victory over M.

The Champaign-Urbana Alumnae Chapter, originaliynied in 1920, returned its charter
in 1933 |t was rechartered on October 21, 1946 with iMieyGrimm, Theta’s Grand
President, acting as the installing officer. Atldg continued to be an important part of chapter
life. The 1946 championship relay swimming teans Wt in the interhouse competition for
the third year retiring the traveling trophy frohetTerrapin Clug®

The chapter collaborated with Psi Upsilon on a baotthe University Spring Carnival

on March 29, 1947. The Theta house was the sdemeegeption for Max Schulman, sponsored

135 The Kappa Alpha Thetéarch 1946, vol. 60(3). According to Reece, Faijlékton a 1910 initiate of the
chapter organized this state project.

%6 The Arrow of Pi Beta PhMay 1946.

*7wilson, 1956.

18 The Kappa Alpha Thetdanuary 1947, vol. 61(2).

9 ilson, 1956.

1%0The Kappa Alpha Thet®ctober 1947, vol. 62(1).
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by Zeta Phi Epsilon speech society. Nancy Vollma#s the Sweetheart of Sigma Chi and on
Honors Day Ann Noble was honored as the classatahian®

During the summer of 1948, the painters and cagpeiidok over the chapter house
constructing an addition to the dining room, redating the upstairs and landscaping the yard.
The alumnae bought for the chapter a new radio-piy@ph and a collectionof recortf3. The
chapter, along with Alpha Delta Phi, took firstqean the 1948 Homecoming Stunt Shi§i.

Community service was an expected part of fratgtifé on the Illinois campus. On
December 18, 1949, the Thetas and the Tau Kappbb&pgentertained children from a Rantoul
orphan’s homé®*

Over the summer of 1950, the chapter room was cedtsx] to make it useable as a
recreation room, too. The walls were painted Myteed, the rugs were a gray plaid and the
curtains and lamps were green. “It hasproved ta geand place to hold informal gatherings and
to knock off while quiet hours are enforced in thst of the house'**The pledges defeated the
Delta Gamma pledges in touch football 14-7. It Wessecond year that the Theta pledges won
the match.>®

The 1950s were filled with the optimism of the pastr era. Chapter life quickly
returned to normal on the campus and students edjoglilegiate life with fall football
Saturdays, Stunt Show, Homecoming, Spring CarngakAi Sing, and graduation. The Thetas
had several Stunt Show appearances. During thes18&sh took place in June, before the start
of the semester, and Pledge Day was usually ifath&’

The 1952 Founders’ Day banquet featured six Theteshad been members 50 years

before. They “told us something about the chalpigpry and some of the hilarious times they

*1The Kappa Alpha Thet@®ecember 1947, vol. 62(2).
%2The Kappa Alpha Thet@®ecember 1948, vol. 63(2).
183 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ebruary 1949, vol. 63(3).

%4 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ebruary 1950, vol. 64(3).

%5 The Kappa Alpha Thetdpril 1951, vol. 65(4), p. 36.
1% The Kappa Alpha Thet®ecember 1951, vol. 66(2).
%7 The Arrow of Pi Beta PhiSeptember 1953, vol. 67(1).
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had in the gold old days® A “panty-raid” in the spring of 1952, caused rutistress to Mrs.
Bock, the House Mother, when men mobbed the htfise.

During the summer of 1955, the house was agaircoedeed. There was bright color
and new furnishings throughout the downstairs. direpter had open houses after all home
football games to show that “whiter drapes and swablly blend nicely and that orange
furniture sets everything off beautifully™

The chapter had eight 5.0 students during the §d9%8 semester, a new university
record'™ During the late 1950s the chapter was “in thesinid a wonderful philanthropic
experience.” One of the chapter members took @gigosvith Cunningham Home, an
orphanage in Urbana. Chapter members formed coeesitind tutored children, directed play
programs, and assisted with a program for teenagéhe homé!’?

For spring break during the late 1950s, one thirthe house went to Florida and eight
members traveled to New Orleans for Mardi Grasnditator that spring break get-aways to
fun locations have been around for decades. Sdpaal was important for the Delta Thetas
and five chapter members were on the cheerleadimat

John F. Kennedy, while campaigning for Presidgmtke on the quad in the fall of 1961.
Little Sisters became a part of lllinois campus Bihd by the end of the decade these
organizations would become an accepted part adrfrdy life until a concerted effort was put
forth to disband these organizatidnis.

A Theta tradition was the Theta stocking party rel€hristmas time. A Theta’s date

was presented with a Christmas stocking made bgitteg and filled with toys and goodies.

1%8The Kappa Alpha Thetd\pril 1952, vol. 66(4).

%9 Reece, 1966, p. 25.

9The Kappa Alpha ThetaVinter 1955, vol. 70(2)

"1 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1957, vol. 72(3)

2The Kappa Alpha ThetMidwinter 1959, vol. 74(2).

13 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1959, vol. 74(3).

174 The NPC issued a resolution in 1967 that lookiH disfavor upon membership in the Little Sister
organizations. Resolutions in 1972, 1983 and 1@8firmed the previous resolutions. It is NPC'tidfe¢hat these
auxiliaries threaten the single-sex nature of mans women'’s fraternities.
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Singing Theta songs at dinner was also anothertehtipdition.“"Here we are as Thetas
together” and “Remember” were two favorités.

The fall of 61 saw the Theta house turned intageldirthday cake. It was iced for the
Homecoming decorations competition in honor of@@amtennial of the Land Grant institutions.
lts theme was “Frost the Gopherg®

Plans were made to add to the Theta house, acgaxlemn article in the December 1962
Delta Kite A Building Committee worked with architecturenfi of Berger and Kelley. Two
wings were to be built to the east towards Wrighe& leaving an open patio in the middle.
Completely new bathrooms were to be built, thehdtcwas to be enlarged and extra rooms
added so that 63 members could be housed on thedsaad third floors. The expense was
conservatively estimated at $250,000. The chajitess noted, was “presently free of debt’”
The addition to the house was completed in theofall963. There was also a change to rush.
Freshmen women were to live in freshmen dormseratitan moving into sorority houses at the
start of their freshman year. The chapter toat ftace in the Homecoming Stunt Show, along
with Phi Epsilon Pi. The chapter also enjoyed dpsge letters from Ann Morgan,’61, who
was in Nigeria with the Peace Corps.

During the 1960s there was a Delta of the Weekts Atindividual loyalty were
rewarded and the recipient wore a pansy neckladbéoweek’® In the late 1960s women
earned key privileges and short time later curfessse totally eliminated for University of
lllinois women?*®°

The annual pledge dance, held on March 21, 1976 theaned “Age of Aquarius:®
There were 35 members in the 1973 pledge classindprush a traditional slide show with

background music provided a glimpse of chapter |4 the final preference party, the seniors

"5 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1963, vol. 78(3).
15 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ummer 1962, vol. 77(4).
Y"Delta Kite December 1962, vol. 31(2).

18 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ummer 1963, vol. 78(4).
9 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1967, vol. 82(3).
89Box 1, Pi Beta Phi Records.

181 Delta Kite June 1970, vol. 39(1).
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performed “Life as a Theta” and the sophomoreg sasong. Each active wrote a favorite
quote on friendship in black on a gold kite andstheerved as nametags for the rush&eaurie
Hopkins and Sandi Sellergren danced with two freefod 52 hours in a philanthropic Dance
Marathon:®®

The Fall 1975 pledge class worked to raise fund¢hi® Adlerzone Center Children’s
mental health room. The chapter helped estaliissteek Illini, a bi-weekly newspaper
devoted solely to the development of Greekfife.

During the 1975-1976 year, the chapter house wadecogated over the holiday break.
The foyer received new wallpaper and the livingnnaand stairs were recarpeted. The living
room walls were repainted and the chairs recovefedew couch and lamps were purchased.
The dining room chairs were recovered and a coresulemirror for the foyer were purchased.
Carriage Lane Interior Decorators was hired to doate theredecorating. The color scheme
was in shades of orange, from apricot to buttecécotixed with browns and greens. lzetta
Hughes, the chapter’s cook for more than 40 yeatsed. Her blackbottom pie and pastries
were favorites of the chapter as well as her “gbogpnamon and raisin rolls. The chapter gave
her a portable color television and honored hehaitandlelight dinne?> The chapter, along
with its partner Phi Kappa Psi won the Atius-Sacl&ny, the traditional singing and dancing
show held on Mom’s Weekend, with its entry “Get Hgp

The fall 1976 rushing effort culminated in 33 wontenng pledged. Another seven were
pledged informally in the spring. Along with Acacdlee chapter won the Greek Olympics sports
contest on October 4-11, 1976. At the summer'vention the chapter won third place for
standards and programs and an honorable mentiatotarship, as the chapter's GPA was

4.07% A tradition of a hayride was begun in 1976 a8@7s hayride, held in Bement had

82 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1974, vol. 89(3).

183 The Kappa Alpha Thetdune 1974, vol. 89(4).

18 The Kappa Alpha Thet#&all 1975, vol. 90(1)

185 The Kappa Alpha Thetdune 1976, vol. 90(4).

18 The Kappa Alpha Thet#&all 1976. vol. 91(1)The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1977, vol. 91(3).
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over 180 members and guests in attendaticeThe Delta Gamma - Kappa Alpha Theta
pledges/new initiates softball game was anotheptendradition.
In 1978, Delta chapter member Joyce Drew ToomMds,W&as serving on the Theta

138 Sabra Stevens Reece, who had done so much tméatthe chapter’s

Grand Counci
history, left $10,000 toward the funding of a settship for the members of Delta chapfér.

By the end of the 1970s the chapter had adoptedvecamputerized billing system and
automated chapter accountitig. On September 29, 1980, Delta chapter along witteBpa
Alpha sponsored the first lllini Bed race. Thereevé6 entrants®

In the early 1990s, a tree was planted in memor8hadila Jane Hogan, a Delta lost to

leukemia®®?

Scholastic incentives included a no skippy jagnieourage class attendante.
In 1991, to commemorate the chapter’s rich histargrand Celebration was held. The
letter sent to Delta alumnae noted:
Delta chapter was founded in 1875 at lllinois WeateUniversity and transferred to the
University of lllinois in 1895. Since it is diffidt to pinpoint which year most
appropriately marks our centennial, we thoughittinfy to simply designate 1991 as the
year we would “celebrate” and to “proclaim” the sveurGrand Celebration. We
made every effort to locate as many alumnae aslpesand we have been extremely
pleased with the response. Over 1,300 invitatieie mailed to alumnae all over the
world. Even though many could not attend, they &sters and/or pictures in return.
The Grand Celebration co-chairmen were Annilee Aromg) Shaul '61 and Linda

Morrison Mills '59. At the Grand Celebration, arerior and exterior update was issued by the

Delta Corporation Board. Some of the recent chaunyéhe house included:

8" The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1977, vol. 91(3).

18 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1978, vol. 92(3)

89 The Kappa Alpha Thet&ummer 1978, vol. 92(4).

19 The Kappa Alpha Thet&pring 1979, vol. 94(2).

1 The Kappa Alpha Thetéall 1980, vol. 95(1).

192The Kappa Alpha ThetaVinter 1992, vol. 106(2).

19 The Kappa Alpha ThetaVinter 1990-1991, vol.105(2).
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new blue carpeting, two brass Williamsburg stylapa and three ceiling fans in the

living room; three matching plaid sofas and chamdglover the card tables in the TV

room as well as a wide screen television purchhgdtlie Parents’ Club; a new quarry
tile floor, commercial freezer and refrigeratorasbbar, convection oven and
commercial stove and oven and vegetable steantke ikitchen; recarpeted and
repainted hallways as well as city code requiredksarpartitions with safety glass and
the top of the second and third floor stairs indpstairs halls; increased electric

capacity, carpet and two computer desks in thd ftoor computer room as well as a

new Macintosh computer purchased by the Pareniigh; @ new courtyard wall built in

February 1991 is curved to echo the shape of tlieling cake columns that were on the

Wright Street side of the house until the remodpbh1963; brick pavers now cover the

Daniel Street parkway. Seven trees and 27 bushestieen added to the laWh.

As only one of two Kappa Alpha Theta chapters wiadbssters were transferred from
other schools?® the Delta Chapter has special historic signifoeanFrom its beginning at
lllinois in an 1895 meeting with President Drapehose assistance was solicited and given, to
its quest to have its own fraternity house, ana tioeown its own home, the Delta Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Theta has been a cornerstone of theew@nfraternity system at the University of

lllinois.

194 Kappa Alpha Theta Records, RS 41/72/270, Studéatand Culture Archives, University of lllinois.
1% The charter of the Phi Chapter at Stanford Unitiergas transferred from the University of the Piaci
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Foundation. The University of Alabama, First Year Experience and Retention Initiatives. Alpha Chi Omega - Alpha Upsilon, The
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Theta T Shirts, Sweatshirts, Gifts, and Gear. See more ideas about Pi t shirt, Kappa, Kappa delta.A This Comfort Colors tee is printed
with Kappa Alpha Theta letters and a Jeep. The shirt is made of 100% pre-shrunk ringspun cotton. *Please Note: Comfort Colors shirts
have a loose, unisex fit. Kappa Alpha Order Lambda Chi Alpha Theta Chi Sigma Chi Gamma Phi Beta Phi Mu Pi T Shirt Tri Delta. Theta
Charles River Quarter Zip. There's nothing like a classic 1/4 Zip pullover. This Charles River sweatshirt is embroidered with Kappa Alpha
Theta letters and is made of a poly/cotton blend. The sweatshirt features a relaxed fit and on-seam pockets. Get this favorite 1/4 zip to
wear for years to co



