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BOOK REVIEW

covering a region with multi-authorship). It basically covers
the country reports on the current state of their coral reefs.
It had been a monumental effort for such a publication to
come into fruition.
From this report, the world has effectively lost 19% of the
original area of coral reefs; with a further 15% of projected
loss in the next 10–20 years. However, 46% of the world’s
reefs are regarded as healthy and not under immediate threat
of destruction. These projected figures are not without caveats,
as explained in the text.

Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2008. Edited by
Clive Wilkinson. Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network
and Reef and Rainforest Research Centre, Townsville,
Australia, vi + 296 pages (www.gcrmn.org). ISSN 1447-6185.
(Accompanying CD with much more extended material)
This is a compact soft-cover volume (18 × 25 cm) with a
colourful front and back cover. The front cover depicts three
young boys in a village market posing with a large specimen
of Napolean Wrasse (Cheilinus undulatus), a marine coral
reef fish listed as endangered on Appendix II of CITES. The
back cover depicts a healthy coral reef scene, but includes
in the top left corner a submerged polar bear. The polar
bear had been added in to illustrate the deleterious impacts
of global warming (more details on page 13). Both covers
are also displayed with the logos of 20 agencies directly
supporting this joint publication effort.
This current volume is the fifth global report since the
inception of the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network
(GCRMN) in 1996; and it was recently launched in February
(2009) in Singapore. All the previous reports (in 1998, 2000,
2002 and 2004) had aimed to present the current status of the
world’s coral reefs, the threats to the reefs, and the initiatives
undertaken to arrest the reef decline. The current report does
the same and had called upon the voluntary contributions of
372 experts from 96 countries (which is a vast increment of
contributions from previous reports).
The report covers 95 countries, states and territories; which
had been divided into the various 20 chapters (each chapter

From the various regional reports, the Southeast Asia region
is here highlighted as it contains the largest area of coral
reefs (34% of the world’s total) and is within the scope of
the Raffles Bulletin of Zoology.
Amongst the noteworthy is that the conditions of coral
reefs had improved in Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam and
Singapore, but declined in Indonesia and Malaysia. TimorLeste is included for the first time as the tenth Southeast Asian
country. The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami caused localized
coral reef damage in Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia. The
region’s fish stock had been overfished, and more than 50%
of the region’s mangroves have been lost.
The accompanying CD contains more material in PDF
format pertaining to the coral reef status. Additional material
on Middle East, Indian Ocean, Asia, Pacific, Caribbean;
and including a 13 page list of suggested reading material
encompassing numerous web resources.
All in all, it makes both gloomy and heartening reading,
and it is good to know that there are many volunteers and
agencies out there monitoring and documenting the reefs and
making the effort to make a change. A definite must-have
for marine biologists and conservationists.
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Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network and Reef and Rainforest Research Centre, Townsville, 296. has been cited by the following
article: TITLE: Unsustainable Land-Based Source Pollution in a Climate of Change: A Roadblock to the Conservation and Recovery of
Elkhorn Coral Acropora palmata (Lamarck 1816). AUTHORS: Geraldine DÃaz-Ortega, Edwin A. HernÃ¡ndez-Delgado. KEYWORDS:
Acropora palmata, Coral Reef Decline, Eutrophication, Land-Based Source Pollution. JOURNAL NAME: Natural Resources, Vol.5
No.10, July 31, 2014. ABSTRACT: Chronic Human impact on coral reefs is significant. Coral reefs are dying around the world.
Damaging activities include coral mining, pollution (organic and non-organic), overfishing, blast fishing, the digging of canals and access
into islands and bays. Other dangers include disease, destructive fishing practices and warming oceans. Factors that affect coral reefs
include the ocean's role as a carbon dioxide sink, atmospheric changes, ultraviolet light, ocean acidification, viruses, impacts of dust
storms Coral reef surrounded by fish in the Caribbean Sea. A coral is an invertebrate animal that belongs to the phylum Cnidaria.
Cnidarians come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors. They have a relatively simple structure with a single opening surrounded by
stinging tentacles. Corals do not live singly but in massive colonies.Â Recent studies regarding the status of reef-building corals have
yielded shocking results. One-third of these corals have been found to be threatened with extinction. 1% of the 868 reef-building coral
species that have been studied is critically endangered.Â The reef-building corals of the world are essential to both humans and many
species of marine flora and fauna. Humans depend on the coral reefs as a source of fish. If coral reefs are lost, many coastal
populations will lose their primary source of food, jobs, cultural heritage and long-term prosperity. To conserve these natural treasures,
we must reduce human impacts on coral reefs by immediately controlling pollution, reducing over-fishing and increasing protection and
sustainable use of our valuable coral reef resources.Â 13 INTRODUCTION We are pleased to support the Second Edition of the Status
of Coral Reefs of the World, particularly as the target audiences are decision makers, major donors and national and international
agencies who are requested to take urgent action to conserve these valuable resources.

